
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 17, 2020 



Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                                   May 17, 2020 
 

Welcome to God’s House 
 

Paul preached to a people enamored with spirituality, who thought they had 

all the answers, but ignorant of the true God. Where can the true God be 

found? As St. Paul writes, “God does not live in temples built by hands.” The 

true God made himself known first by living with us, and then living in us. Love 

for our risen Lord leads to a life filled with loving obedience. God bless your 

worship today. 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Opening Hymn                         As Angels Joyed with One Accord   CW #5:1-4             
 
As angels joyed with one accord upon the advent of our Lord, 

So laud we all and bless the name of him who from the Father came. 
 
He came, not clothed in majesty nor pow’r that suits his deity. 

In lowly state he walked till he in dying set us captives free. 
 
This done, he soared to God’s right hand, yet orphaned not his chosen band,  

For he, not bound in grace and pow’r, attends his own each day and hour. 
 
In ev’ry age—let praise abound—he comes; we hear his voice resound. 

His glorious gospel does not cease to bring us comfort, joy, and peace. 

 
             
Invocation 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 
Confession of Sins 
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 

But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 

guilt. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you  

strength to live according to his will. 



C: Amen. 

 
 
Song of Praise                 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Hearts to Heav’n 
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: ♫   Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to heav'n and voices raise; 

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise: 

He who on the cross a victim for the world's salvation bled - 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, now is risen from the dead. 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that 

are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according 

to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 
Scripture Lesson                     Acts 17:22-31 
 
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way 

you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even 

found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 

temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, 

he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, 

that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the 

boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and 

find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As 

some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or 

stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now 

he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with 

justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 
 
Gospel                                        John 14:15-21    
 
 15  “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 

Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, 

and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves  

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 
  



M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Hymn               He’s Risen, He’s Risen   CW #143 
 
He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong. 
 
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
 
But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high; 

He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die. 
 
Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 

For all our transgressions his blood does atone; 

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own. 

         
 
Sermon                    Acts 17:22-31              

We KNOW that Unknown God! 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Offering                

   
 
Prayer of the Church  
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, you never fail to listen and attend to your children when we come to you in 

prayer. In a world where so many worship false gods, both known and unknown, give us a bold 



proclamation of Jesus Christ that through hearing the Word many may be brought to faith in him and to the 

knowledge of the truth. 
 
Lord of the church, with so much attention being focused on the coronavirus, the challenges facing your 

people around the world are easily overlooked. We know that you are not distracted. Keep your children in 

your tender care. In those places where the virus has made sharing your Word more difficult, be present 

with your power to protect and defend your own. Enable them to continue to proclaim the good news of 

Easter. There are many whose stories are not reported in the news and who might think they are forgotten. 

Help them to remember that you will never forsake or forget them. 
 
Lord God, we pray for the government and all those who protect us. Strengthen them as they go about 

their duties with wisdom and honesty. We pray for the lonely, the poor, and the unemployed. Grant them 

companionship, basic necessities and honest work. As your people, use us to show love for all our 

neighbors. 
 
Lord of the church, this week and next, graduates from our college and seminary will be receiving their first 

calls to full-time work in your kingdom. We thank you that you have moved the hearts of these young 

people to dedicate their lives to service in your Kingdom. Be with them now as they go to their assigned 

fields of labor, giving them confidence that you will be with them in all things. Enable those congregations 

to which they have been called to receive them with love and grant that their labors in those places may be 

a blessing to many. 
 
We pray for our congregation and all who are taught your Word here. Keep our lives from slipping into sin 

or unbelief. May we think and act and live lives that praise you in all the world.  
 
Almighty God, we thank you for giving your Son to be our Redeemer. Now send your Holy Spirit to testify to 

Jesus and keep us firm in the faith until you deliver us to heavenly glory. All these things and whatever 

other things You would have us pray for, we ask in the name of Him who is the Resurrection and the Life, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray…. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Blessing 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: Amen.  

 



Closing Hymn                   Go, My Children, with My Blessing   CW #332:1 & 4 
 
Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own. 
 
I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace; 
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, my children; I will keep you and give you peace. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers   Betty Nickel, who broke her leg last week and now is receiving rehab at her daughter’s 

home; also Sandy Justman’s sister, who is receiving treatment for cancer at Froedtert Hospital in 

Milwaukee.  
 
Congratulations to Nick and Brooke Bakiras, who were blessed with a baby girl, Charlotte Jade, this past 

Monday (May 11th).  
 
Back to Church   The past week’s Supreme Court decision has put the wheels in motion to worship back in 

church. The Council meets tomorrow night (May 18th) to discuss when and how that will happen. On the 

one hand, we want to balance the need to “be the Church” as we worship the Lord and hear the Gospel 

preached here; on the other hand, there’s the desire to be “safe” as we do so. As there is no “one size fits 

all” plan, there will likely be some changes to the way we worship, at least for the time being. After the 

Council meeting, our plans will be shared via e-mail, our web page (www.zionallenton.org) and facebook. 

We look forward to seeing everyone again! 
 

Memorial Day Observance   Some have asked if we will be having our annual Memorial Day 

remembrance in our cemetery this year. Ralph Hagner, who organizes the event just shared 

that he will be able to gather a smaller group of veterans to be with us next Sunday, May 24th. 

At 10:15 a.m. next Sunday, anyone who wishes is invited to gather in the cemetery for a brief 

ceremony to help us remember all who have served our country in the military.   
 
Thanks to a number of people who again contributed to putting together (and getting out) the online 

worship service this morning: Bonnie Herman, Kyra Herman, Alyce Herman, Keith Herman, Mallory Lindert, 

Christa Musack, Lily Musack, Anna Bode, Tierney Herman, Vicki Bartelt and Steve Galleske.  
 

http://www.zionallenton.org/


Call Days   One hundred fifty-one Martin Luther College graduates (including one staff minister) were 

assigned in a virtual “Call Day” to different churches and schools throughout the U.S. and beyond yesterday 

morning. If you would like to see the listing, go to https://mlc-wels.edu/static/may-2020.pdf.  A small class 

of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary graduates will be assigned next week. Especially on the pastor side there 

will be many congregations which remain vacant because there were not enough graduates to fill the need. 

As Jesus encouraged “Pray that the Lord would “…send out workers into his harvest field.”  
 
The May WELS Connection can be found at https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 
 
Free Meditations and Forward in Christ Digital Copies Available  The new quarterly edition of Meditations 

daily devotional and the May edition of Forward in Christ magazine are available in the fellowship hall. You 

may either pick up copies in the fellowship hall at church or download a free digital copy of both that can 

be viewed on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. Click on https://online.nph.net/free-resources to 

download your complimentary digital copy of Meditations and Forward in Christ, as well as other free 

resources and materials to help your family stay connected to Christ from Northwestern Publishing House. 
 
Video Link  Our closing hymn today, “Go, My Children, With My Blessing,” has become a beloved hymn in 

our circles since it was included in our present hymnal in 1993. Listen to a version of this hymn sung at an 

evening chapel service at Martin Luther College at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaYlqRgdW_4 
 
Lord’s Supper   We continue to offer Holy Communion for any of our members by appointment. Please 

contact Pastor Bode at revsdb@aol.com or 262.483.0407 to schedule a time that is convenient for you.  
 
Family Devotions  WELS Commission on Discipleship offers devotions developed for the entire family to 

use. The devotions will coincide with the previous Sunday’s Bible readings. Each devotion is complete with 

a set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and hymn verses that can be sung or spoken. You can 

subscribe to have the devotions e-mailed to you at wels.net/subscribe, find them on the WELS Facebook 

page fb.com/welslutherans, or visit wels.net/family-devotions. 
 
 

https://mlc-wels.edu/static/may-2020.pdf
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
https://online.nph.net/free-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaYlqRgdW_4
mailto:revsdb@aol.com
https://wels.net/subscribe/
https://www.facebook.com/welslutherans/videos/670887846787391/
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/family-devotions/

